HISTORY OP THE NAWWABS OF THE CARNATIC
vacated or blown up by gunpowder, were subjugated without
opposition and entrusted to Riza All Khan1. Riza was seated
on the throne of Arcot and the ministers of the court submitted
to him the nadhr joyfully. Muhammad JSTajibu'llah Khan
Bahadur who joined the French hoping to get Arcot, the
paternal heritage, did not like the turn of events and returned
to Nellorc. M. Lally after staying at Arcot for some days, and
disposing of certain important affairs connected with it, took his
way to Chennapattan. He subjugated the fort of Timiri and
Kaveripak situated on the way and brought them under the
authority of Riza All Khan. When he reached the camp at
Kanji, rainy season set in and he was compelled to stay and
thus the feet that were to have marched forward, sank in the
mud.
At that time the wave of mischief divided the kingdom
of the Carnatic among four rulers:
(1)   The  snba of  Arcot  under the  control of Riza All
rhan;
(2)   Nattharnagar under the authority of Hazral-i-Ala;
, (3) Nellore, a dependency of Arcot under the power of
Muhammad Najibu'llah Khan Bahadur; and
(4) Tanjore, a dependency of Nattharnagar was adminis-
tered by Pratap Singh, the zamindar of that place.
While M. Lally stayed at Arcot, George Becket desir-
ed, according to the advice of his councillors, to commission a
portion of the available army equipping them with cannon and
necessary implements to go to Frangikunda and fight against
the enemy; he thought it a prudent measure to save Chenna-
pattan. But considering the smallness of the army, the neces-
sity to preserve and guard the fort of Chennapattan, and the
uselessness of wasting the energy on a place which is not a fort,
(1) M. Lally took in his company Riza All IChan, son of TJusayn Dost
IQuin, with the hope that he would be able to raise contributions from
among the palaygars.
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